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After determining the Skill Gap, the team creates a Skill
Development Plan for the student, giving them an idea
of what is expected and what they can expect on their
journey ahead. 
The admissions team evaluates each student as a
complete package, considering their talents, interests,
passions, and skills. They do not limit themselves to
grades and test scores when selecting the most
dynamic group of students. The typical applicant
comes from various backgrounds and has various
intellectual passions and interests.
To identify activities and academic interests that will
positively impact the admissions team, the IPC Gulf
team relies on the Skill Development Plan.

Our experienced team of specialist consultants
possesses a comprehensive understanding of
academic institutions, current information on the
latest developments and a sound understanding of
the issues concerning academic, personal and
financial matters. Our team provides students with
expert and highly informed support in every aspect
of their applications to simplify the competitive and
complex application process. 

UNIVERSITY ADMISSION SERVICE

SINCE 2003

, Gulf

International Placewell
Consultants Gulf has been a
prominent educational
consulting company for almost
two decades, having
established itself in 2003. Our
company is authorized by both
the Ministry of Education, UAE
and the KHDA, and we proudly
represent many top-ranked
universities across the globe. 

Our team of seasoned
consultants is dedicated to
providing inclusive guidance
on academic institutions,
staying current with the most
recent advancements and
comprehending the intricacies
of academic, personal, and
financial concerns. 

We offer personalized
assistance to students through
a thorough profiling and
individual counseling process
that streamlines the
competitive and multifaceted
application procedure.

Why IPC, Gulf?

Education Counselling is done through in-person and
offline sessions.The experienced counsellors provide
personal advice and counselling to the students to
promote an informed choice.

EDUCATION 
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SKILL DEVELOPMENT 
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APPLICATION  PROCESS

College Essays

Statement of Purpose

Letter of 
Recommendation
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Visa Counselling

Accommodation



The university does not expect all students to be team captains, class presidents,
or editors-in-chief; rather, look for meaningful involvement in their school
and/or community. The profile of students that apply to top-ranked universities
is impressively created through OUT -OF-THE-BOX  thinking and execution.
The application allows students to list several different activities, it is crucial to
do this with care and identify the most meaningful activities. It is noticed that
some of the most successful applicants are heavily engaged in a few activities
that were meaningfully concentrating on QUALITY RATHER THAN
QUANTITY. When you select the activities to list, keep in mind to mention
those which have had the maximum impact. 

What are universities looking for?
In addition to evaluating an academic fit, the
admissions committee looks for ways a student
may contribute to the community as a whole. The
admission officer assesses the level and type of
involvement in each activity and evaluate the
student on the following aspects: Has the student
been a significant contributor or leader? How has
the involvement contributed to the school or larger
community? Does the student have a special talent
in a particular area? 

Our mission as a university can be described in
three words: education, research and service. We
value students who seek academic excellence, get
hands-on to solve problems and strive to give back
to their community - UCLA Admissions

The admissions process is designed to consider all
aspects of an applicant’s record and experience and
is not intended to admit applicants solely on the
basis of grade point averages, test scores, or any
other single criterion. - University of Michigan
Admissions



DOES YOUR APPLICATION EFFECTIVELY ANSWER THESE?

The application is considered in its entirety and not as separate sections. The
admission officers strive to see the student's ACHIEVEMENTS ts and
accomplishments as a complete picture and use individual sections as
building blocks. After a diligent enquiry into every aspect of the application,
the admissions team determines the prospects for admission and estimates
the student offering to the university. Each section should thus, complement
each other and create a WHOLESOME picture.  

Measuring Application
The application to the university is adjudged on several aspects.
It is imperative to understand the evaluation system to identify
your' journeys.

What do you hope to gain by studying at this  university?

How do you respond to a challenging curriculum?

What do you do outside the class?

How and what may you contribute towards the society?

What do you bring to the university as a student?

What is your personal story?

Have you supported an upward trend in your grades?

How do your course choices align with your future goals?

Does your Test Scores indicate your college readiness?

Does the recommendation letter tells your story beyond the transcripts?

What are your work ethics, class participation & collaboration with peers?

Do your Extra-Curricular activities give an insight into who you are as a student?

Does your personal essay qualify as the vehicle of your voice?

Does your personal essay to tell the admissions about what you care about?

How does the recommender compliment your application?

Why did you choose this country over home country to pursue higher education?



The university admissions
officers review the application
to LOOK BEYOND the words
in the application to discover
the intangible qualities that
make you uniquely you.

TESTING
Most universities use standardized testing to gain insight into the
academic preparation of the applicant and the language proficiency.
Although the tests represent only one component in the admission
process adjunct with other academic and non-academic factors, it allows
the admission committee to judge the university readiness of the student. 

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIAL
Courses, especially in Art and Design, require the students to submit a
portfolio. This could be an art portfolio, creative writing pieces and
film/Music sample. This will depend on the course the student wishes to
undertake and the guidelines prescribed by the university. Additional
material is required to be submitted to add important information which
does not reflect in other sections of the application. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Academics are an important aspect of the application, but the university
also assesses the student on activities outside the classroom. The activities
section of the application provides a glimpse into what excites the student.
The passions followed, responsibilities shared and contributions to the
community are significant factors that the university admission team
considers. The activities should form a cohesive group with academics.   

HIGH SCHOOL PREPARATION
Every high school is different thus the admissions team reviews the
school’s profile to understand the types of courses available to you, your
school’s grading scale and the challenges. It compares the extracurricular
or post-secondary activities available at school to what the student
undertook. The grades are adjudged alongside the transcripts and High
School report. 

EVALUATION PROCESS
The admissions team spends time
evaluating the students' academic
achievements in light of the
opportunities available and their
demonstrated capacity to contribute to
the intellectual life at the university. 

Analysing Different Aspects?



The LOR gives the admission team a personal view of the student. It
offers a perspective that cannot be learnt through the grades and scores.
The recommendations allow the admission to understand the learning
pattern of the student. The recommendation devices an outline of the
crucial skills of the student both within and outside the classroom. 

Academic Performance in high school is the single most
important factor in the student selection process at most
universities. The grades are the tools tO demonstrate the

academic readiness of the student for the universities. The
grades have to reflect the student's capability synchronized

with the RIGHT PROFILE. 

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION

CLASS PROFILE
The admissions team strives to bring the diversity and vibrancy of the
community to the university. The class profile is a clear indicator of social
acceptability. It also adds to the learning curve offered to the students
since the diversity brings the much-desired insights and effective peer-to-
peer learning. The campus aspires to reflect the world around us, so enrol
students who come from all corners of the world and a wide range of
backgrounds.

INTERVIEW
Some universities arrange an interview between the student and the
admissions team and sometimes even with the alumni. The Interview is a
tool to gather first-hand information from the student and gain personal
insight into the students' aspirations and goals. It allows them to ascertain
their career goals and how the university fits into them. 

ESSAYS
The admission team reads the personal essays and supplemental
university essays with deliberate care. These are yet another window into
the thinking process of the student. It is a tool to successfully demonstrate
the students' perception of the university and the world. The writing
reveals what the student brings to the university community. 

The experienced team at International Placewell Consultants,
Gulf identifies the RIGHT projects and activities to create a
unique and DISTINGUISHED profile for students that has a
measurable effect and influences the admission team in a
positive manner. 



According to the World Economic Forum, by 2030 there will be a huge demand
for higher cognitive skills such as creativity, critical thinking and decision-
making. 
Today’s world needs future leaders who are socially conscious, responsive, and
responsible. The universities are aware of this need and carefully consider the
Extra-Curricular activities to spot a worthy student amongst the applicants.

Leadership Positions
Colleges are impressed by students that
have held leadership positions during
school. It indicates that you participated
in school matters and effectively show
that the student is both capable and
responsible. 

The match between you and MIT, While grades and scores are important, it’s
really the match between the applicant and the Institute that drives our

selection process. - MIT Admissions

IMPORTANCE OF PARTICIPATION
IN  EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITES

Joining an academic club or team shows
passion for learning and gaining a
competitive advantage. It is also a great
indicator of having the ability to
embrace a challenge. These activities
further help with test prep and increase
test scores.

Colleges/Universities favour students
who are engaged in relevant issues, able
to think critically on their feet, and are
not afraid to voice their opinions. A
student on the communication teams
such as debating or publications would
sharpen the communication and writing
skills. 

Creativity is an asset when it comes to
college applications. Students active in
creative arts, like music, drama, and
visual arts tend to be open-minded and
think outside of the box. The students
who participate during school, tend to be
participative during college as well,
which is sensed as an advantage by the
admissions officer. 

Academic Teams 

Communication Team The Arts

Universities/Colleges value students who
actively promote diversity and culture.
Being involved in these cultural
clubs/activities shows a students'
willingness to learn about and accept
others while creating awareness for those
who may be different from you.

Most colleges consider some form of
volunteer work or community service a
must-have for all applicants.
Universities/ colleges seek the values in
people that community service cultivates
and the potential impact of work.

Culture Clubs Community Service

https://mitadmissions.org/apply/process/stats/


Student Internship
Obtaining an internship while in high
school is an impressive way to exhibit
that the student can handle heavier
loads. An internship validates capability,
dedication and maturity for working in
the professional environment. Student
Internship is a tool that creates a
measurable difference to the application
and provides evidence for being
University Ready. 

A research project is a unique and highly
personal achievement that allows
students to showcase their intellectual
abilities at their best. Colleges encourage
students to distinguish themselves
through independent projects. The
process of research also opens new doors
of learning and literary growth. The
research project undertaken by the
students in school provides proof of a
deeper understanding of the subject. 

A student engaged in a startup or one
who has developed and executed a
business idea is perceived as an
innovative and hardworking student. To
start a venture, even a tiny one, requires
both creativity and good management
skill. The student who undertakes such a
project develops a highly favourable
skillset that adds to the application.

Participating in sports is a great way to
demonstrate teamwork, leadership skills,
and emphasis on athletics and physical
fitness. It is also a great way to display
the important skill of creating a balance
between sports and academics. One must
choose activities from different
categories so that colleges can see
students’ wide range of talents and
strong character traits. 

Research Project

Business Idea/Start Up Sports

In a 2016 report published by Harvard’s Graduate School of Education, a
coalition of college admissions officers joined together to create and endorse
recommendations related to community service and ethical engagement. Their
report emphasized attributes such as being passionate about the cause you are

invested in and demonstrating long-term commitment

Students can undertake a higher level of
courses through online course offering
such as MOOC, or Advance placements
to show their competency in a subject.
The extra time spent on the subject
demonstrates not just the deeper
knowledge and passion but also
the capability to handle the extra course
workload

Advanced Level CourseUniversities urge students to
think about how they can make a
difference through service,
leadership, and innovation. The
admissions committee looks
closely at applicants’
extracurricular activities and
recommendations to assess
commitments outside the
classroom.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b7c56e255b02c683659fe43/t/5bae62a6b208fc9b61a81ca9/1538155181693/report_turningthetide.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b7c56e255b02c683659fe43/t/5bae62a6b208fc9b61a81ca9/1538155181693/report_turningthetide.pdf


HOW IS A STUDENT ASSESSED?

GRADES

ADVANCED SUBJECTS

TEST SCORES

INTERNSHIP

RESEARCH PROJECT

HONOURS

ESSAYS

RESPONSIBILITIES

RECOMMENDATION

LETTERS

ART PORTFOLIO

SUPPLEMENTAL

ESSAYS

Universities look for students who are
INTELLECTUALLY CURIOUS  and will
succeed in the rigorous university
Curriculum. They look for evidence
that the students will thrive in a
diverse environment that supports
students from varied backgrounds and
cultures. 
Each year millions of high school
students apply to college. The number
of International Students applying to
Universities overseas is also rising. The
increase in the application induces a
more STRINGENT SELECTION
PROCESS thus making the
applications process more complex.
The college admissions process is
time-consuming, tedious, and at times,
a bit daunting. There are multiple
steps, deadlines and choices students
must deal with, including standardized
tests, application essays, fees and
interviews.

Planning for your college requires care. The student must
maintain the highest level of grades and in addition identify
and participate in activities and projects that create a
DISTINGUISHED PROFILE. The Admissions team wants to
understand the unique quality that makes you the RIGHT FIT
for the university, they, therefore, factorise several factors for
admissions.  

The student ENGAGEMENTS during school validate that the students will
participate and take advantage of the available resources at the university.
Admissions officers look for evidence that the student took advantage of the
opportunities available. They also account for the challenges faced and how
the student fared in such circumstances. The application must reflect these
characteristics clearly and effectively.



Application Guidelines
Components of the Application

Test Scores
Share the documents that reflect the
test scores as required by your
university at the time of application.

Extra-Curriculars
Share the documents and certificate
that highlight your extracurricular
activities

Academic Transcripts
Original (Translated in English)
Academic Transcripts from the previous
years. Also, the predicted grades are
required to be shared by your school.

References
Ask teachers, professors and volunteer
or work supervisors if they would be
willing to write a letter of
recommendation for you. 

Essays
Admission essays will give the
admissions team additional insight into
your personality. 

Student Visa F-1

Visa Interview

As part of the visa application process, you must
take part in a personal interview. If you don’t
attend the interview, your visa application will
automatically be rejected. 

Apply

Complete the appropriate US  application form.  
and include the following:  
� Academic Transcripts ( in English) 
� Copy of Passport information page 
� Evidence of English language level

1

Advice for
Students

You will either receive a conditional or
unconditional offer letter. A Conditional offer
letter requires certain conditions to be met to
get your admission confirmed by the university.
An Unconditional offer letter simply means
you’ve met the entry requirements and you
have a spot in the university!

2 Receive Offer 

Upon receipt of all required documents that
meet the entry requirements, payment of the
registration fee and deposit, and compliance
with all remaining conditions on the offer, a
draft Acceptance Letter will be issued by the
University/College

3 SEVP

46

Documents For Visa
Application

1. Original I-20 
2. Proof of payment of SEVIS fee 
3. Completed DS-160 form (Non-immigrant
visa application) 
4. Acceptance Letter 
5. Passport 
6. Academic transcripts (with translations) 
7. Financial evidence used for the I-20 
8. Passport-sized photograph 

7 Once you have received an electronic copy of
your I-20, book a visa appointment at your local
US Embassy and collect all the required
documents.
Follow the instructions from your local US
Embassy website to start your visa application. 
Students should ensure they are prepared to
answer questions relating to their chosen study
program in the USA, their own educational
background, career intentions and why they
have chosen this course. 

Acceptance Letter

After the SEVP-approved school accepts your
enrollment, you must pay the SEVIS I-901 fee for
the school to issue the Form I-20. 

5



Letter of Recommendation
LOR should provide the admissions
team with the information and
impressions that they cannot glean
from the rest of the application. A
well-written letter for an outstanding
applicant shows impressive
characteristics beyond their self-
advocacy. It provides a complete
sketch of the student and the context
of their accomplishments supported
with facts and anecdotes wherever
possible.

A strong teacher recommendation
brings a student to life for the
admissions team and provides honest
appraisals of the student's academic
performance and intellectual
promise. They must communicate
the teacher's classroom experience
with the student.

Provide all Relevant Information

Enough Time

You do not want to put your recommenders in
a situation where they do not have enough
time to write a thoughtful letter about you and
your accomplishments. Begin early! It is
recommended that you communicate with the
recommenders at the beginning of the senior
year.

Pick a teacher who likes you

 A teacher can talk about your academic
growth through the course. Pick a teacher who
knows you well and can praise your academic
work, reflecting on your personal life if required.

1

Advice for
Students

Ask the teacher or counsellor in person
whether they would be available to compose a
letter of recommendation. Do not assume that
they have the time to compose a distinctive
letter. You must respect their decision if they
decline.

2 Availability of the Teacher

If you are thinking about having other
individuals in your life submit letters on your
behalf make sure that they are going to be
able to truly speak about you from a different
perspective. The additional recommender
should reflect on something different than the
first one yet confirms your abilities and
qualities.

3 Additional Counselors

4

5

Be Polite

Be kind and mind your manners. Be sure to
'THANK' them. A note reminding them that
you are grateful for an advocate on your behalf
and writing the important document is not
only essential but extends basic courtesy.

6 Provide all the details of your activities both
inside and outside the school for your
recommender to reflect upon. This is a helpful
aide and assists in writing the
recommendation. Make sure to list your
academic, extra-curricular, and personal
accomplishments so that they can refer to this
sheet when needed.

Universities are looking for analytical, collaborative,
engaging students who can thrive in the academic
environment of the campus. The letters must reflect
those qualities. 



The Statement of Purpose is your chance to use your voice to add to the
application. Universities use the essay to hear from you directly and get a
sense of who you are in your own words. It’s an opportunity to personalize
your application beyond the grades, scores, and other information you’ve
provided that can make a difference at decision time.

Your statement of purpose highlights your qualities like competence, self-
motivation, and persistence. It is also your chance to showcase, through
your writing, your learning both inside and outside the classroom.
You can show evidence of your grit and perseverance by writing about
your obstacles and how you overcame them. You may use your
experiences that have driven you to go more in-depth into the subject of
your choice.

The admissions team will try to ascertain whether you are a CACTUS that
will adapt and thrive in the environment or a fragile FLOWER that may
wilt. You must give them a reason to believe in your strengths.

Structure the statement to establish
you are a worthy candidate.
Outline your skills and
achievements that would enable
you to complete the course.
Convey your work experience or
voluntary work that has developed
skills essential for your course.
Communicate your enthusiasm and
passion for the subject.
Explain the advantage of the
chosen country over the home
country to pursue the course.
Express the advantage of being in
an international community

Establish yourself as a Worthy
Candidate

Statement of Purpose
Introduction
Start the statement with an Opening
sentence that encourages the reader to
read on.

Structure
Structure the statement in the order
that is most relevant to what the
university and colleges are looking for.
ESTABLISH your reasons for choosing
the course.

Conclusion

Reinforce your commitment,
enthusiasm and skills that make you a
WORTHY CANDIDATE.



Test of English as a Foreign Language
is a standardized test to measure the
English language ability of non-native
speakers wishing to enrol in English-
speaking universities. The test is
accepted by more than 11,000
universities and other institutions in
over 190 countries and territories.

TOEFL is a trademark of the
Educational Testing Service (ETS), a
private non-profit organization, which
designs and administers the tests. ETS
issues official score reports which are
sent independently to institutions and
are valid for two years following the
test.

TOEFL

English Language Test
Whats is TOEFL iBT?
The TOEFL iBT test is a reliable, fair and
accurate measurement of the four
language skills — reading, listening,
speaking and writing — the way they're
used in an academic environment.

Sections
Reading - 35 min - 20 Questions
Listening - 36 min - 28 Questions
Speaking - 16 min - 4 Tasks
Writing - 29 min - 2 Tasks

Test Time
The total test takes just under 2 hours
to complete, but you should plan for 2.5
hours, allowing 30 minutes for check-in.

The International English Language
Testing System (IELTS) is designed to
help you achieve your ambition of
working, studying or moving to a
country where English is the native
language.
The IELTS Academic test is designed to
assess applicants' English-language
skills, especially those skills that are
relevant when studying at
undergraduate or postgraduate levels.
The test features vocabulary that is
common within an academic setting
and if you represent a professional
association you may also want to set
entry requirements based on the IELTS
Academic test.

IELTS Academic Test Sections in IELTS
The IELTS Academic test is made up of
four sections: Listening, Reading,
Writing, and Speaking.

Band Scores

Registration
Register for the test by creating your ETS
account on the ETS website for TOEFL.

Reading - 60 min - 40 Questions
Listening - 30 min - 40 Questions
Speaking - 14 min - 3 Parts
Writing - 60 min - 2 Tasks

IELTS Band Score 9 - Expert
IELTS Band Score 8 - Very Good
IELTS Band Score 7 - Good
IELTS Band Score 6 - Competent
IELTS Band Score 5 - Modest

Registration
IELTS for UKVI Academic - 1395 AED
https://ieltsukviregistration.britishcoun
cil.org/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Standardized_test
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_Testing_Service


PLANNING 
UNIVERSITY

UK COLLEGE
APPLICATIONS 

Academic Transcripts
Statement of Purpose
2 Letter of Recommendations
Passport copy
English Language Proficiency 
Test Scores

Application to most UK universities
is done through the UCAS at
www.ucas.com The experienced
counsellors will help you complete
the form with utmost care.

Consider Modules offered
Consider the rankings  

Compare the UNISTATS
Consider the Tuition Fees

Research on the outcome of the
course 

Trained Counsellors at IPC, Gulf
assists to choose a course and
university that match your
career path

Documents are needed to prove
that you have sufficient finances to

support your education and stay
during your time in UK

Track UCAS to know of decisions
The universities send out
CONDITIONAL OFFERS
Once conditions are met-
UNCONDITIONAL OFFERS are made

IPC, Gulf helps to present the
documents to the university in the

prescribed manner

Chose a combination of 5
courses to apply 

Collect all documents
required

Note all deadlines
Fill all the segments with care

We will help you evaluate
your options

and help make a decision
in YOUR BEST INTEREST

Making A Choice

Collect information about:
Tuition fees
Living Costs
Scholarships
Financial Documentation for Visa
Purpose

Documents

Common Application

Finance

Offers



PLANNING 
UNIVERSITY

UK UNIVERSITY
TIMELINE

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED

Valid Passport Copy
Marksheets 10th & 11th
Transcripts 12th (whatever is
available)
IELTS Score
SOP (4,000 Characters)
Recommendation Letter
Portfolio (If required)
Certificates for internships etc

APRIL - JULY
May –  Decisions due for Jan
Applicants
July - Decisions due for June
Applicants
Get ready for the interviews  (if
applicable)
Identify FIRM  & INSURANCE CHOICE
Share the 12th-grade Marksheets
Share the IELTS score and any other
conditions
Start getting UNCONDITIONAL
OFFERS

GRADE 10 
Utilise the time to identify the course
Use the winter break for internship
and community service
Identify the probable course to
pursue

GRADE 12 (MARCH - AUGUST)
Take  AP Exams
Utilise the Summer for an internship
Take the IELTS exam
Identify Teachers for recommendation
letters 
Outline the SOP
Outline your financial plan 
Gather all documents

GRADE 11  
Take Advance Placement Subjects
(AP's)
Utilise the Summer Break and the
Winter Break for internship and
community service
Identify probable course and university
International Language Certificate

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER
Make UCAS application
16th October - Medicine, Veterinary,
OxBridge
CHECK FOR YOUR PASSPORT EXPIRY

UCAS APPLICATION

www.UCAS.com
5 options for university and
course
Fill all sections
Upload the documents
Add Referee

JANUARY-MARCH
Make UCAS application
31 January - Deadline equal consideration
Start getting CONDITIONAL OFFERS
Look at ADJUSTMENT options
Keep track of application especially for
the reference letters

ACCEPTING OFFERS
Share all additional  information

required
If you change your mind, you can

decline your place and apply using
CLEARING

Adding an Extra choice

Disclaimer: Please check the UCAS website for details. The information provided here is indicative.



PLAN YOUR UCAS
APPLICATION

UCAS
DEADLINES TO

REMEMBER

The application for most UK universities are done through the UCAS on
www.ucas.com

The applications open on MAY 3 , the previous year to attend college.  

Decisions due 
for

applications
submitted by 

30 June 

July 17

Sept 21

Booking

deadline for

UKCAT

Oct 15
Oxbridge and

courses in
medicine,
veterinary

and dentistry

Jan 29
UCAS

Deadline 

for Equal

Consideration

Feb 27 
Extra opens 

or Eligible

Applicants

May 15
Decisions due

for applications

submitted by 

29 January 

June
Reply to 

offers

received

June 30
Lat date for

receipt of

applications

with choices

July 4
Last date 

to apply 

in Extra 

July 3 
Clearing

opens and

vacancies

are shown

July 24
Reply to 

offers

received

Aug 8
Scottish

Qualification
Authority  
results day

Sept 25
Final

application

deadline

Oct 21
Deadline for

Clearing
choices to be

added
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+971 4 3911178/79
050 4293760
www.unidirection.com
Office 118, Block 13, 
Dubai Knowledge Park, UAE
d u b a i @ u n i d i r e c t i o n . c o m

Disclaimer: Please check the university website for details. The information provided here is indicative.


